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The relationship between enrollment in graduate programs and labor market needs

from the perspective of graduate students in Palestinian society

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the motivating factors that drive students to enroll in postgraduate
programs within the Palestinian Arab community. The descriptive—analytical method was
employed, using a questionnaire as the primary research instrument. The study population
consisted of all postgraduate students enrolled in the Graduate Studies College at Birzeit
University, located in the central West Bank, at the time the research was conducted. A sample
comprising 5% of this population was selected, totaling 59 male and female students.

The study yielded several key findings. Among them, it was found that the majority of
postgraduate students in the Palestinian Arab community are male, fall within the middle-age
category, come from humanities disciplines, possess average (non-distinctive) cumulative GPAs,
and are regularly employed. The quantitative (statistical) values related to the independent
variable—factors influencing students’ enrollment in postgraduate programs showed a
hierarchical ordering of the reasons, which included: social status considerations, educational

motives, financial reasons, career improvement factors, and workplace requirements.

The study also revealed a statistically significant relationship between the factors influencing
students’ enrollment in postgraduate programs and the labor market needs as perceived by
postgraduate students in the Palestinian Arab community. In conclusion, the research offers
several recommendations, most notably the need for increased academic attention to
postgraduate programs both by students and by educational institutions such as Palestinian Arab
universities while avoiding the proliferation of programs driven primarily by financial,

promotional, or externally funded motives.
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