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Popular folklore and its impact on the integration of children with special needs into

Palestinian society

Abstract:

This research highlights the positive role of folklore—as a cultural, social, and educational
mediator—in facilitating the integration of children with special needs into Palestinian society.
This is achieved by harnessing its various elements, such as folk dances, traditional songs, tales,
proverbs, and collective celebrations, within supportive and encouraging educational and social
environments.

Educational anthropology suggests that integrating folklore into educational activities may create
a more accepting and diverse educational environment, providing children with special needs with
opportunities for expression and participation, and enhancing their sense of belonging. By
analyzing a number of local Palestinian initiatives that used folk songs and dances in kindergartens
and elementary schools, it was found that children with various disabilities demonstrated better
psychological and social responses, and these activities contributed to narrowing the interaction
gap between them and their peers.

The study also discusses the importance of re-employing elements of folk heritage in a sensitive
and conscious manner that respects individual differences and places children with special needs
at the center of the educational process, rather than on its margins. The study proposes developing
non-stereotypical educational programs based on folk games and symbolic tales, specifically
designed to suit children's different cognitive styles and implemented in an inclusive environment
that respects the child's dignity and privacy. Finally, the article emphasizes that Palestinian
folklore, if reoriented within a comprehensive educational vision, can transform from a symbolic
celebratory tool into an effective means of achieving the goals of inclusive education and
promoting the values of tolerance, belonging, and social interaction among all children, especially
those who face multiple challenges in integration and expression.

Keywords: folklore, people with special needs, educational integration, Palestinian culture,

inclusive education.
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