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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the formation, jurisdiction, and core function of the Supreme Court in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as well as the extent to which it addresses the subject matter of
disputes, under the Saudi Judiciary Law issued in 1428 AH and the Draft Law of Sharia Pleadings.
The research adopts a descriptive, analytical, and inductive approach and is structured into three
main chapters. The first chapter addresses the formation and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in
Saudi Arabia. The second chapter explores the Court’s essential function and its role in unifying
judicial interpretation. The third chapter discusses the Court’s engagement with the merits of the

case and the suspension of enforcement of judgments before it.

One of the key findings of the study is that the Supreme Court consists of three chambers and is
required to review major criminal cases mandatorily. It does not have jurisdiction over matters
involving a conflict of jurisdiction (wilayah). The study confirms the Court’s commitment to
applying Islamic legal rulings within its jurisdiction and functional mandate. The Supreme Court
is a court of law (Sharia and statutory) rather than a court of facts and does not normally rule on
the facts or substance of the case; instead, it refers the matter to another judge for a new ruling. It
does not constitute a third level of litigation and may only decide on the merits in cases of a second
cassation when the case is ready for adjudication. The Court has neither been explicitly granted
nor denied the power to exercise constitutional review of legislation. As a general rule, filing an
objection before the Court does not suspend the enforcement of a judgment unless specific

conditions are met.

The researcher recommends increasing the number of chambers within the Supreme Court,
avoiding its involvement as an additional degree of litigation, affirming its authority to exercise

constitutional review, and amending Article (195) of the Draft Law of Sharia Pleadings.
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