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Abstract:

This study primarily aims to shed light on the key element in the digital transformation of
libraries—the information specialist—and their awareness of the importance of blockchain
technology in the field of information services. This goal is achieved by understanding the concept
of blockchain technology, revealing its importance and potential uses in academic libraries,
monitoring the awareness of information specialists at the King Abdulaziz University Library of
blockchain technology and its importance in the field of information services, identifying the
challenges that limit information specialists' knowledge of blockchain technology at the King
Abdulaziz University Library, and identifying the role of the King Abdulaziz University Library
administration in raising information specialists' awareness of blockchain technology in the field
of information services. The study was conducted on a random sample of library specialists at
King Abdulaziz University, using a descriptive approach, content analysis, and case study
techniques, and a questionnaire to collect and statistically analyze data. The results indicated that
library specialists have a high degree of awareness of the importance of blockchain technology,
particularly in providing a secure environment for scholarly publishing and data protection.
However, there are moderate challenges that limit their knowledge and application of this
technology, most notably a lack of training and the unavailability of self-development programs
for blockchain applications in libraries. The study recommended overcoming these challenges by
encouraging the King Abdulaziz University Library to offer specialized training programs and
provide specialists with the necessary tools and resources to keep pace with technological
developments and promote the use of blockchain to improve the quality of information services.
Keywords: Blockchain, Academic Libraries, Information Specialist, Information Services, King

Abdulaziz University Library.
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