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Unjustified enrichment (Its concept, pillars and consequences)

Abstract:

This research aims to outline the general and regulatory provisions stipulated in the Saudi Civil
Transactions Law regarding unjust enrichment, and to clarify the regulatory provisions specific to
cases of unjust enrichment that the Saudi Civil Transactions Law excludes from the general rules.
The importance of this research stems from the importance of unjust enrichment as a general
source of obligation, which the Saudi Civil Transactions Law has adopted. The Law has regulated
its provisions by establishing its general rules and defining its various applications, while
clarifying the distinctive features of these specific provisions that contravene the general rules.
The research followed a descriptive and analytical approach to achieve its objectives. The research
concluded that unjust enrichment is a legal rule that means that a person benefits at the expense of
another person without any right or legitimate system, and that the enrichment of the rich is a direct
cause of the impoverishment of the poor, which requires the one who is enriched at the expense of
the poor to return to him what he enriched with. The cause of enrichment is not unlawful if its
source is the law, contract, or even custom, considering that custom is complementary to the law.
Enrichment takes many forms; it may be material or moral, direct or indirect, although the moral
effect has been criticized by jurisprudence. Enrichment may be positive by the rich adding to his
financial liability money to which he has no right, or it may be negative by preventing the reduction
of his financial liability by bearing the expenses of something. Unjust enrichment falls on the
person even if he is not discerning, as long as his financial liability has been enriched to the extent

that the other party becomes poor.
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