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Direct Liability and Indirect Causation in Food Poisoning

Abstract:

This study explores the concept of liability (daman), its legitimacy, and the extent to which direct
and indirect causation contribute to the occurrence of an act. It examines when a ruling is attributed
to each and the legal consequences that arise in cases of food poisoning. The research also presents
the views of Islamic jurists, who base their judgments on achieving benefits and preventing harm.
The descriptive approach was followed in this study, with the aid of the deductive and analytical
approaches for some issues, as well as the comparative inductive approach, through induction of
books and research, related to the topic. The research included two sections. The first section:
defining the guarantee and food processing in language and terminology, and explaining their
legitimacy. The second section deals with the concept of direct and indirect cause, the extent of
the validity of each, the cases in which the direct and indirect cause meet in the act, and the extent
of the relationship between direct and indirect cause in food poisoning.

The study concludes that liability is primarily linked to the direct perpetrator of the harm unless
the impact of the indirect cause is stronger. In such cases, the ruling is attributed to the indirect
aggressor. It was also found that poisoning is a form of indirect causation in which the effect
extends beyond the direct agent. Accordingly, if the act of poisoning was intentional, it is subject
to gisas (retributive justice). If unintentional, it falls under quasi-intentional or accidental
homicide, which is assessed by legal experts. The research further clarifies the legal rulings on
liability in cases of death caused by poisoning. In light of this, the researchers recommend fearing
God and forgiving people for what they do unintentionally, seeking compensation from God
Almighty, and applying God Almighty’s law to protect humanity from the mischief of the corrupt
and achieve justice on earth.

Keywords: Liability (daman), direct causation, indirect causation, poisoning, contemporary food

issues, criminal offenses, gisas (retribution).
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