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The Role of Alternative Families in Socialization Among Children of Unknown Parents

Abstract

This study adopted a primary objective aimed at understanding the role of foster families in the
socialization of children of unknown parentage. Several subsidiary objectives emerged from this
main goal, including identifying the mechanisms and methods implemented by foster families, and
the role of social workers in guiding and directing these mechanisms and methods The study relied
on a mixed descriptive methodology, combining both quantitative and qualitative approaches, and
included all foster families associated with the Al-Widad Association in Mecca. A questionnaire
was used for the foster families, with 58 out of 66 foster families participating, and an interview
guide was used for 3 social workers The results indicated that the main social mechanisms included
preparing the child for integration into the surrounding community, reinforcing positive behavior,
and encouraging the child to express their opinions courageously. The material mechanisms
involved providing urgent medical care and ensuring quality education. Regarding value-based
behavioral methods, these included religious upbringing, promoting virtue, and avoiding unethical
behaviors such as lying. Psychological methods focused on enhancing the child's self-confidence,
protecting them from living in constant fear, and encouraging social engagement

The role of social workers in guidance and direction included employing advocacy mechanisms
to protect children from deviance, monitoring families to ensure a suitable environment, and
preventing the child's condition from deteriorating into more severe antisocial behaviors in the
future. Their role also involved identifying and replacing non-conforming ideas, training children

in problem-solving skills, using cognitive-behavioral therapy techniques.

Keywords: Parents of unknown origin, socialization, alternative families, social and

psychological adaptation, child without parental care
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