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Evaluating the Level of Applied Verbal Behavior in Children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder and Children with Intellectual Disability (Comparative Study)

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the level of applied verbal behavior in children with autism spectrum
disorder and children with mental disabilities. The researcher used the descriptive analytical
approach for its suitability to the subject of the study. The study sample consisted of (100) children,
(40) with autism spectrum disorder, and (60) with mental disabilities in schools and special
education centers in Jazan city. This study was conducted during the academic year 1446 AH. The
applied verbal behavior assessment scale was used. Among the most important results: The level
of applied verbal behavior skills in children with mental disabilities and autism spectrum disorder
is low. There are statistically significant differences in the average scores of children with autism
spectrum disorder and children with mental disabilities in the request skill in favor of children with
mental disabilities. There are differences in the average scores of children with autism spectrum
disorder and children with mental disabilities in the naming skill in favor of children with autism
spectrum disorder. There are no differences in the average scores of children with autism spectrum
disorder and children with mental disabilities in the skills of: listening, visual performance,
independent play. One of the most important recommendations of the study is to prepare programs
to develop applied verbal behavior. Based on applied behavior analysis programs (verbal behavior
modification), training and qualifying teachers and specialists on methods of evaluating and
developing applied verbal behavior, and using the verbal behavior program to develop language

skills in people with special needs who suffer from language problems.
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