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Abstract:

The study of identity has become one of the most important issues addressed by human studies.
One of the key factors necessitating the study of identity is the impact of the scientific and
technological revolution, along with other cultural change factors. Social media has enabled
adolescents to create virtual perceptions of themselves. Therefore, the study aimed to understand
the nature of virtual identity among adolescents, falling within descriptive studies using the social
survey method.

The study utilized an electronic questionnaire, involving a sample of (299 )adolescents in the city
of Jeddah. The study yielded a number of scientific results, including that Snapchat was the most
preferred application among the sample, with %30,8. Additionally, %59,9 of the respondents
reported using their real names, while the primary motivation for using pseudonyms was that they
reflected their personalities, at a rate of %21,8. Furthermore, %80,6 of the respondents used
pseudonymous images, and %67,9 stated their actual ages. The study also revealed that the
impression most respondents had of themselves was: social %53,5, happy %52,5, kind %45,5,
humorous %41,5 and religiously committed %33,1.

The results showed that there is a positive, statistically significant correlation between the gender
variable and the nature of the image presented (real - pseudonym) in favor of the male category,
and the absence of a statistically significant correlation between the gender variable and the name
used (real - pseudonym). The study recommends the importance of strengthening the concept of
identity in the virtual space among adolescents by educational institutions, and developing their
digital skills in managing their virtual.
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