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Knowledge economy skills inclusion level of in the Omani science textbooks for the fifth-

eight" grades (Cambridge Science Series)

Abstract:

This article stresses the importance of imbedding 21st century skills within Omani curriculum
content (Science syllabuses). It provides a review of the knowledge economy skills (KES) that
have been impeded in textbooks content or incorporated into lessons created by science teachers.
Focus is on integrating in existing curriculum the needful skills in content and themes (information
and communications technology, connection and communication, life skills, and knowledge
production). Content analysis checklist, consisting of (19) skills covering four domains has been
developed by the researchers. Whereas, the checklist validity was carried out through a panel of
juries, the Holstoy equation showed a reliability coefficient of (94.69%). The study revealed that
KES are generally included in these textbooks at medium to very low levels. The results also
showed a sequence in the level of skills inclusion in general, with the eighth grade having the
highest percentage, followed by the seventh, sixth, and fifth grades, respectively. In light of the
results reached by the researchers, they recommend benefiting from the list of knowledge economy
skills, and working to include them in the content of science books according to a logical
progression and according to the students’ mental abilities and life experiences, and enhancing the
content of science books with methods of clarification, educational activities and specific means
to provide learners with the skills necessary for the knowledge economy, as well as addressing
knowledge economy skills in other elements of the curriculum, and holding training workshops to
familiarize science teachers with knowledge economy skills and mechanisms for providing them

to learners and transforming them into practices in the teaching process.
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