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The Problem of Interpreting Quranic Discourse by Almufasirin (Almuhkam and

Almutshabh- an Example)

Abstract:

The issue of understanding the Qur'anic discourse arises from the instability in comprehending
certain Qur'anic terms among interpreters, as they approach the discourse with different
methodologies, leading to various outcomes. Consequently, a reader of their interpretations cannot
derive a clear and specific meaning. Among these terms are "muhkam" (clear) and "mutashabh"
(ambiguous), which interpreters have given significant importance to in their Qur'anic research.
They have investigated these terms within linguistic and narrative frameworks, attempting to
provide evidence within these frameworks by presenting examples or logical ideas to convince of

the validity of the proposed meanings of "muhkam™ and "mutashabh".

This study claims that all previous attempts have failed to establish the correct and clear meaning
of these two terms. What interpreters have presented remains a matter of perspective, and although
not devoid of reasoning, the recipient finds themselves amidst various conflicting opinions. None
of the researchers, according to what | have read, has offered a definitive enumeration of the
"muhkam™ and "mutashabh" verses in the Qur'an according to their claims, as if it is an obscure

and elusive issue for them.

This study attempts to provide a different interpretation from what is prevalent, by relying on the
context and framing of the Surah, so that the meaning becomes clear and easily understandable for
the recipient. This study is titled "The Problem of Understanding Qur'anic Discourse Among
Interpreters: The 'Muhkam' and 'Mutashabh' as a Model," and it takes the terms "muhkam" and
"mutashabh" from verse seven of Surah Al-Imran, because interpreters have spent a considerable

amount of time on this verse to provide the correct meaning of these two terms.

Keywords: Almuhkam, Almutshabh, Abrogating, Abrogated, Qur'an, The Book, Torah, Gospel-

Criterion
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