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The role of shadow teachers in inclusive schools for people of determination in

following up on students with autism spectrum disorder from the parents’ point of view

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the role of shadow teachers in inclusive schools for students with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) from the perspective of parents. It also aimed to assess parents'
satisfaction with the quality of services provided by shadow teachers to students with ASD.
Furthermore, the study aimed to identify any significant differences in parents' responses regarding

the role of shadow teachers in inclusive schools based on the educational level of parents.

To achieve these objectives, a questionnaire was administered to parents of children with ASD in

the United Arab Emirates (41 samples). The study employed a descriptive comparative approach.

The study revealed significant results regarding the role of shadow teachers in inclusive schools
for students with special needs, where parents expressed a high satisfaction and complete
satisfaction rate of 86% with the service provided by these teachers. Among the roles evaluated,
there was an 85% confirmation of the importance of communication, positive interaction, and the
high level of confidence that shadow teachers enjoy from the mothers. Furthermore, the study
found no statistically significant differences in the average responses of parents regarding the role
of shadow teachers in inclusive schools for students with ASD based on the variable of parents'

educational qualifications.

These findings underscore the significant importance of the role of shadow teachers in enhancing
the quality of life for children with ASD and providing support within the school environment.
The high level of trust and satisfaction with shadow teachers among parents reflects the positive

impact these teachers can have on the progress and positive interaction with children.

Keywords: Shadow teachers, Inclusive schools, Persons with disabilities, autism spectrum

disorder.
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