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The effect of social media on changing family values in Saudi Society: Snap Chat as a
Model (A study applied to girl students at College of Arabic language and social studies,

Qassim University)

Abstract

This study aims to determine the effect of social media sites on changing family values in the Saudi
society. To achieve this aim, the social survey methodology and the questionnaire tool has been
adopted in this study. The study was applied to a sample of (100) female students of the English
Department at Qassim University, College of Arabic Language and Social Studies. The data were
processed using the following statistical tests: (percentage rate - Statistical relationship test Chi2 -
Cramer correlation scale test -Gamma correlation scale test - Confirmatory analytical factor test).
The study concluded several findings, the most important of which as follows: Social media sites
(Snapchat) affected the girl's bonding values within her family and strengthened the values of
belonging towards her family members; it also helped for increasing her relation with her family
members who live in cities or other countries away from her.

Social networking sites (Snapchat) has also influenced the expression of the girl's opinion in her family
affairs regarding family decisions, and the parents' acceptance of those opinions. In addition, social
media sites (Snapchat) has affected in terms of privacy values, which made the girl share her diary
through Snapchat and compare what she sees on social networking sites with her reality that she lives
with her family. The study also shows that the symbolic interactive interpretation is appropriate to
interpret the interaction and behavior of the girl with her family. The study concluded with a certain
recommendations, such as: Organizing periodic meetings for all family members, which help
strengthen their communication with each other and share their daily events. Organizing awareness
and educational courses for female students in universities on how to legalize the use of social media
sites so that it does not negatively affect family and social relation.

Keywords: Social Networking Sites, Values, Family, Family Bonding, Family Communication,

Family Privacy.
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