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Ibn Tufail between the revival of philosophy and the pioneering of the symbolic

narration
Abstract:

This study of Ibn Tufail’s book “Hayy ibn Yaqzan” aims at showing the impact and role of Ibn
Tufail Muhammad ibn Abd al-Malik al-Andalusi, the scientist, philosopher, physician, jurist and
writer in enriching Arabic philosophy in that book by presenting his philosophical ideas which are
derived from the sciences of his time, imbuing them with his own views and ahead of his time in
pioneering the art of the symbolic narration, and was able to reach his goal in an interesting
anecdotal way. Ibn Tufail, with his book Hayy ibn Yaqzan, occupied many people in the east and
west of the earth and over the centuries. He also affected those who read it, and they acknowledged
that the book shows the stages of development of the human mind, and that Hayy ibn Yaqgzan is
the hero of a novel that tells the story of a man searching the universe for who created it. Moreover,
Ibn Tufail poured all of that into an interesting symbolic novel complete with elements in an
attempt to communicate his philosophical ideas to students of science in his time in a loving way,

amidst a society known for its rejection of philosophy, its paths, and its followers.

In his book, Ibn Tufail achieved a brilliant literary effect, as he was able to link more than
one literary color at the same time, so many people were confused when classifying his book, and
Ibn Tufail's attempt to answer universal human questions in a simplified logical manner reflects
his high motivation and determination to reach inferential answers for more. number of people Ibn
Tufail was able to digest Greek philosophy and produce a perspective Islamic philosophy using
the well-known philosophical tools of his time, so the rest of his writings must be studied with
great interest because it is a product worth studying It is clear that 1bn Tufail tried to reach a
consensus between reason and transmission, avoiding any clash that might occur between them,

which reflects some of his personal characteristics..

Keywords: the symbolic novel, the revival of philosophy, Ibn Tufail Al-Andalusi, Hayy ibn
Yaqzan, reason and transmission, Arabic philosophy, the era of Al-Mohads, Andalusian

philosophers.
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