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Abstract:

The Zangids were able to establish a strong state based on justice, equality and strength: a
military force represented by an army equipped with weapons, training and enthusiasm, and a
social force that appeared in a compact society in which schools, hospitals and care homes were
spread, and good management of rulers whose ultimate goal was the liberation of what was
occupied from the Arab and Muslim countries, so they sought to achieve this goal by building a
strong society, and building an army and leaders who are qualified to achieve liberation, especially
the liberation of Jerusalem, for Jerusalem has a great place in the hearts of Muslims, as it is the

jewel of the occupied cities at that time from the Franks.

The two poets Ibn Munir al-Tarabulsi and Ibn al-Asqgalani were realistic models for the
interaction of poetry with the events of that age and the dissemination of enthusiasm to confront
enemies and push for liberation. Therefore, poetry was one of the weapons of defense and
liberation for many countries, castles and fortresses, a weapon that does not decrease but
sometimes increases its effect more than the sword. This was the reality, as Ibn Munir and Ibn al-
Qaysrani had an influential impact on leaders, soldiers and the people. So, poetry was one of the
factors that liberated Jerusalem and other Arab and Muslim cities from the Frankish invasion at
that time, and it was supported by the strength of the army and society, the will of the ruler and the

sincerity of the leaders.

The two poets technically followed the Arab poets who preceded them, even if they got rid
of the lyrical introduction (in most cases), and entered into praise, incitement, lamentation, etc.
directly. As there was a trace of the poets' suffering from displacement from their countries after
its occupation by the Franks on their poetry. So, the sincerity of the passion, the fervor of
enthusiasm and the strength of the expression are all noticed. We could also note the poets’
belonging to all Islamic countries, and the unbiased joy of liberating any castle or city from the
occupation even if they weren't the poets' home countries. Moreover, liberating any inch from the
occupation would be a step towards liberating Jerusalem for everyone (rulers, poets, leaders and

the army), as it is the ultimate goal of every liberation at the time.

Keywords: Jerusalem, the Zangi era, Ibn Munir al-Tarabulsi, Ibn al- Asgalani, occupation,

liberation, the Franks.
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