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The Care of the Imams of the First and Second Saudi State on Science and Scholars
By: Khalid Abdullah Alsaeed
Abstract:

This historical study deals with the extent to which the rulers of the Saudi state in its first phase
(1157 - 1233 AH /1744 - 1818 AD), and in its second phase (1240 - 1309 AH /1824 - 1891 AD),
paid attention to science and scholars. Due to the scarcity of historical sources and their lack of
attention to the scientific aspect of these Imams (rulers), they did not lack any references to their
great interest in receiving knowledge, especially the religious aspect of it. The Imams have
distinguished themselves in science. This is not surprising from those who were born and brought
up in the stone of the Salafi reform call, whose seed was watered by Sheikh Muhammad bin Abdul
Wahhab (d. 1206 AH /1792 AD). In addition, the Imams of the Al Saud family have worked hard
and diligently to educate people about their religion, and spread the lights of knowledge among
them through their generous spending of money, their monitoring of endowments, and their
provision of books and libraries at the most expensive prices. In addition to that, the rulers of the
first and second Saudi states wrote the most wonderful examples of the scholars’ respect and
appreciation for their esteemed position. The Imams were always discussing religious issues with
their scholars, admonishing them, and they use them in administering the affairs of the state and

managing its facilities.

Keywords: Imams of Al-Saudi, First phase of Saudi state, Second phase of Saudi state, Science,

Scholars
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