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The addressed discourse to Saudi women: The sameness of content and the difference of the
platform and the audience

(Marriage preparation programs and Twitter as an example)

Abstract:

This paper compared between the discourse towards Saudi women and the interaction with the
same discourse across two different platforms. Data from a previous study was analysed: the
discourse of marriage preparation programs towards Saudi women (2010). This was compared
with different forms of interaction with the same discourse, between 2016-2017 specifically. The
paper examines the following questions: (1) What is the content of the discourse towards Saudi
women regarding their role in the marital relationship? What are the points of agreement and
difference between the interaction with this discourse on social media platforms, Twitter in
particular? The data answers these questions through a number of episodes on Twitter, in which
the collision between the same discourse and the interaction with it was evident. (2) How does the
platform in which this speech is presented affects the recipient's interaction? The results could be
concluded in: social media has presented a counter-discourse; The difference between recipient's
reaction through official institutions and Twitter platform, and where this disagreement between
the two discourses had contributed to monitoring different voices of Saudi women's attitude
towards the traditional discourse towards them. Finally, this paper calls for Saudi female social
researchers to enrich the fields of digital media and women's sociology by monitoring changes in

the discourse directed at Saudi women through various platforms.

Keywords: Targeted discourse, Saudi women, Content unity, Platform difference, Marriage

qualification programs, Twitter platform
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