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Spatial Variation of Customs Smuggling Crimes in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Using

Geographic Information Systems

Abstract:

The purpose of the study was to examine the various customs ports in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in order to uncover the operations that are aimed at harming the Kingdom's security and
economy. The study relied on the annual report of the General Authority for Zakat, Tax, and

Customs for the distribution of smuggling crimes.

Land ports ranked first among the rest of the customs ports, which witnessed various types of
customs smuggling. Al-Haditha port recorded the highest attempts at customs smuggling, as it
witnessed one type of smuggling attempt recorded to smuggle the narcotic Captagon pills.
According to a study carried out by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, customs outlets
in Saudi Arabia have been targeted to ensure speedy delivery of smuggled materials due to their

high prices and the intentions behind smuggling against the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study came up with a number of recommendations, including the necessity of enabling
researchers from the data available with the Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority to conduct
scientific research and to develop appropriate recommendations to limit the spread of the problem,
and the necessity of building a descriptive and spatial database for the subject of the study. The
study also recommended the need to intensify awareness campaigns for young people to raise

awareness of the harms of drugs and actions contrary to the laws of the state.

Keywords: Spatial variation, customs smuggling, geographic information systems, crimes.
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