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The disparity in academic performance between male and female students
(A sociological study according to the gender approach at King Faisal University in Saudi
Arabia)

Dr. Habib Kechida DEROUICHE
Department of Social Studies, College of Arts, King Faisal University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study aimed to try to find out the effect of differential social upbringing based on gender
discrimination on the academic performance of male and female students. The researcher tried to
address this sociological problem by adopting the gender variable to explain the studied
phenomenon, by asking the following question: To what extent does the gender variable explain
the phenomenon of disparity in academic achievement between male and female students at King

Faisal University¢

The researcher relied on the sample social field survey method. This was through selecting
a representative sample that includes 383 male and female students affiliated with King Faisal
University during the academic year 1441/1442 in various disciplines, as well as conducting some
unregulated interviews with faculty members and some social experts in the university for more
information about the phenomenon studied in this research. The researcher benefited from these

interviews while explaining and interpreting the results of the quantitative field research.

The study reached a fact confirmed by the cumulative averages and the statements of the
interviewees from the faculty members, which is the superiority of female students, especially in
the literary and humanities disciplines, with the presence of some cases of males that were not
subject to this verdict. This superiority is due to a number of social and cultural factors, most
notably the different methods of upbringing and family methods of dealing with students of both
sexes. This makes uplifting male students certain in order to help them focus more on their studies
and improve their results, a responsibility entrusted to the various frameworks involved in the

processes of socialization.

Keywords: Differential socialization, Gender, Academic performance, Disparity in academic

performance.
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3 Berthélot .J.M: «Exigence sociale et exigence comparatiste en sociologie de 1’éducation», cahier du centre de

recherche sociologique, université de Toulouse, Le Mirail, 1984, p9.

* DURKHEIM (Emile): (1922), Education et sociologie, PUF, Paris, Réédition de 1985.
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"George Herbert Mead," Mind, Self, and Society". Ed. by Charles W. Morris. University of Chicago Press,1934.
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p26.
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