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Compulsory Drug Licenses and the Extent to which they are used in the Face of the
Corona Pandemic (Study in Light of Saudi Regulations and International Agreements)

Abstract:

There has been much talk now about the issue of “compulsory licenses” as a legal solution
from a group of proposed solutions to confront the Corona virus, which is spreading in all countries
of the world.

Two years ago, several major companies have announced the development of effective
vaccines to prevent infection with this virus or the dangerous symptoms associated with it.

These companies obtained patents for these vaccines, and the exclusive right to exploit these
vaccines for twenty years according to what is in force in international agreements and national
legislation, which is never commensurate with this pandemic.

The World Trade Organization, other institutions and some governments have repeatedly
called on pharmaceutical companies to voluntarily relinquish patents for these vaccines in order
to quickly save human lives, but their call failed due to these companies' holding of patents.

As a result, some have called for the implementation of the "compulsory licensing" policy as
a legal tool to get out of this pandemic.

The European Commission confirmed this call earlier, to share vaccines, and enhance their
production in all countries of the world, especially poor countries, instead of monopolizing them
in the rich countries as is currently.

For this reason, we wanted to discuss the mechanism of issuing compulsory drug licenses in
the Saudi system compared to the TRIPS Agreement and other international agreements, and the
extent to which countries can benefit from this policy in the face of this pandemic.

Keywords: Patent, Corona Vaccines, Compulsory License, Doha Declaration, TRIPS Agreement.
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