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The effect of the righteous Caliphs not utilising some of the honourable prophetic
traditions (hadiths)

ORWAH AL TAMIMI
PhD student-Department of Hadith- Uludag University of Bursa-Turkey

Summary:
This research sheds light on the effect of the righteous Caliphs not utilising some of the
honourable prophetic traditions (hadiths) from the angle of the impact that it had on the

strengthening and weakening of some of the prophetic traditions (ahadith).
The study of the works of the righteous Caliphs is divided into three sections:

A section which includes what should be emulated« a section which includes criticisms
and desirable traits¢ and lastly a section such as politics which does not mourn following
in the footsteps of their actions; except in circumstances which resemble that reality of
which the jurisprudential diligence (ijtihad) of one of the four righteous Caliphs was

issued.

This sectioning gives the jurisprudential diligence (ijtihad) of the righteous Caliphs it's
due right. Moreover« their jurisprudence was not just diligence from any companions: like
the rest of the Sahaabah« as they all got the honour of seeing the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and hearing from him. Rather« these are who the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) recommended to follow and make their
jurisprudence a criterion. Notably« the four Caliphs and especially< Abu Bakr< Omar and
Othman; until his death. Under their rule« the word of the Islamic Ummah was one as in
their time there were no differences or disagreements therein the ranks of the Sahaabah«
but news of which would have reached them« either accepting of it or opposing it.
Besides:« there is no basis to what is found narrated about the fact that some prophetic
traditions (hadith) did not reach them.

The age of these Caliphs was the era of the application of Islam« implementing its true

practicality« and establishing its constitution and systems.
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A new look towards the jurisprudence of the four Caliphs« through which we can place
their jurisprudence under a new classification system that is easier to comprehend and
understand. Especially« taking into account that the jurisprudence of the righteous Caliphs
and their jurisprudential diligence (ijtihad) included many aspects. This new classification
system will help illuminate the justification of which the righteous Caliphs employed to
disagree with authentic and explicit prophetic traditions (Saheeh hadith). Also« the
jurisprudential diligence (ijtihad) in which they exercised without a clear textual basis
from the Quran or prophetic tradition (sunnah). Hence« | divided the jurisprudence of the

righteous Caliphs in this study into three sections:

1 — What should be emulated and acted upon.

2 — What would be considered a personal choice.

3 — What the righteous Caliphs did as a matter of politics.

All the jurisprudence of the righteous Caliphs does not transcend these three sections.
Thus:« it is easier to comprehend their jurisprudence and to determine the degree of its
Shari‘ah rule. | have explained the consequential effect this had on the strengthening and
weakening of some of the prophetic traditions (ahadith). Also« I have concluded that the
effect of the righteous Caliphs not utilising some of the honourable prophetic traditions

(hadiths) is divided into three subsequent sections:
1 — Weakening of the prophetic tradition (hadith)

2 — Ruling on the fact that the prophetic tradition (hadith) is authentic (Saheeh) but not

implementing it practically
3 — Ruling on abrogating (mansukh) the prophetic tradition (hadith).
This is what | aim to be elucidating in the upcoming pages of the study.

Keywords: Rightly-guided Caliphs« hadith« leaving: correction« weakening.
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