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The concept of kharaj in Islamic jurisprudence (jurisprudential historical study)

ABSRACT

This research paper aims to give the reader a comprehensive vision of the concept of
Kharaj in Islamic Law. Khar3j is a type of individual Islamic tax on cultivated land
and its produce established in Islamic law With the first Muslim invasions in the 7th
century, kharaj initially symbolized a lump-sum duty imposed upon the lands of
occupied provinces, which was collected by hold-over officials of the defeated
Byzantine Kingdom in the west and the Sassanid Empire in the east; later and more
generally,

kharaj refers to the land tax imposed by Muslim rulers on their non-Muslim subjects,
cooperatively named as dhimmi. At that time, kharaj was identical with jizyah, which
later appeared as a per head tax paid by the dhimmi. Muslim property-owners, on the
other hand, paid only ushr, a religious tax on land, which carried a much minor rate of
levy. In the first section, clarified the Kharaj literaly and technically and its
legitimacy from the Qur,an and the Sunnah, and the dissimilarity between Kharaj and
tribute. In the second section it mentioned the Khar3j in Islam, and concludes with the
third section: Kharaj land, types of Kharaj, and it quantity, and projections. And some
of the issues faced by the Muslim in some positions related to this subject. . The
researcher tried to study the views of the past and contemporary scholars, and
presented their opinions, compare and discuss them from what Allah opens to him.
The modern world has witnessed many phenomena, which are very important,to
muslim to know the shariah ruling regarding them. At the end conclusion drawn from
variant views of the scholars,and the main findings and recommendations have been
given.
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