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Islamophobia and the Economic Crisis in the West
By: Dr. Tijani Boulaouali

Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, KU Leuven, Belgium

Abstract

This article deals with the issue of Islamophobia, especially in its economic dimension,
which is often absent in the studies that have worked on this topic. The economy is an
important factor that affects not only the European and western Muslims, but also the

relationship between Islam and the Westgenerally.

The focus in this study is more on the relationship of Islamophobia to the economic crisis
as promoted by some political discourses rejecting Islam and Muslims. Three aspects are
here investigated. Firstly, the economic dimension in the relationship of Islam with the
West. A number of intellectual opinions (Edward Said, Mahdi Mandjara, Mohamed
Romaihi, Ingmar Karlsson) are examined, in particular on the oil crisis in the
1970s.Secondly, the duplication, in which European and Western policies deal with the
Muslim workforce, is addressed. When the economy grows and the need for this
workforce increases, it has been treated positively by Western politics, but when the
economic recession reigns it is seen as a threat. Finally, a set of manifestations of
Islamophobia in its economic dimension is discussed, especially at the level of housing
and the labor market.
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