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Evolution of the mechanisms for the President to leave power (a study of the text and
practice - Tunisia and Egypt as a model)

Abstract :

This study aims to analyze the development of the mechanisms of the head of state’s
departure from power in the Tunisian and Egyptian political system, starting with the
declaration of the republican system immediately after independence, as if the legal texts and
constitutions beyond 2010 maintain the most important mechanisms that underpin the
departure of the head of state (resignation, death, Permanent disability), this did not prevent
its renewal and democratization. However, the most important novelty is that, naturally,
leaving power in Tunisia will be after two terms at most (Constitution of 2014), unlike Egypt,
which although its constitution provided for the beginning of the same novelty (in the
Constitution of 2012 and 2014), but it will soon be Undo it, as the constitution will be
amended in 2019 to prevent incumbent President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi from leaving power
after the end of his term, which is scheduled for 2022.

Regardless of the extent of the change in the constitutional texts, the practice
demonstrated, and throughout the political life of the regimes of Tunisia and Egypt, that the
head of state in both countries, with the exception of Monsef al-Marzouki in 2014, left power
only for a compulsive and unconstitutional reason, as if he left it while it was carried on the
shoulders ( Anwar Sadat) or the coup (Mohamed Naguib, Habib Bourguiba), or a popular
revolution (Hosni Mubarak, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali).

Keywords: leave power, democracy, head of state, presidential term, constitutions,
resignation of president, political practice, incapacity of the president, death of the president,

presidential elections.
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