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Metaphors of Ontology: War is a Human Being in Al-Muallagat
A Conceptual Metaphor Analysis

Abstract

Our investigation of the icon WAR and of its associations, symbols, and conditions through
its own details enabled us to identify the unification of parts of the war metaphor. This
investigation uncovers many aspects and new meanings that enable us to achieve a better
understanding. That is because we need to gather parts of these ready-made metaphors and built
them together so that we can come up with new metaphors out of the small components. This
infusion among parts of a metaphor can lead us to understand truths and new meanings about
the way poets conceptualize the Mu’Allaqat. Isn’t it the attempt to understand every part
separately from the other what led us to an incomplete understanding of the conceptualization
of the Mu’Allaqat to the metaphor war? Isn’t better to combine all the different parts so that
meaning can be complete and so that new meaning can overflow? All the different parts of
metaphor should come together to come up with a complete understanding free of confusion
and ambiguity. Focusing on only one of these metaphors would not allow us to have a full
complete picture of the phenomenon. That is why we need to analyze it as a whole to have a
coherent understanding of this conceptualization. This is how the infusion between the three
types of metaphors has contributed to the production of a single complete metaphor to
understand the worries of the poet towards the universal vanishing phenomenon. These worries
are what made him fight death in his endeavor to look for the meaning of the universe and this
is what accounts for the idea that fighting will never end as long as the man tries to understand

his universe.

Keywords: The Icon war, The infusion between the metaphors, Endeavor to look for the

meaning of the universe, A coherent understanding of this conceptualization.
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