
Academic Journal of Research and Scientific Publishing | Vol 4 | Issue 44       

Publication Date: 5-12-2022 
  

  

 

   www.ajrsp.com                                                                                                                                       16  

ISSN: 2706-6495 

 
 
 

 

Evaluation Women’s participation in Livestock Management activities (A case 

study in the rural area of Malistan district, Ghazni province, Afghanistan)  

By: Rohullah Kamal*1, Sibghatullah Samim1, Hasibullah Omari2, Shaima Rezaie1 

1Agricultural Economics & Extension Department, Agriculture Faculty, Ghazni university, 

Ghazni, Afghanistan 

2 BBA Department, Economics Faculty, Ghazni university, Ghazni, Afghanistan 

*Email: rohullahkamal9@gmail.com 

Abstracts: 

The aim of this study was to evaluate rural women's livestock management activities as well as 

constraints against their work in the rural area of Maknak, Malistan district, Ghazni province, 

Afghanistan. Afghanistan is an agrarian country; about 75% of Afghan people live in rural areas; 

they work in agriculture and livestock; agriculture plays an important role in the economy and 

livelihood of Afghan people. Afghan women also participated in livestock activities, especially 

rural women of the Maknak region of Malistan district of Ghazni province. In this research article, 

the primary data were collected from women through female students of Ghazni University. The 

data were collected through pace-to-pace questionaries from 120 participants of this study, then 

analyzed through SPSS version 24. The result of this study showed a lot of respondents were 

literate (54.2%) in different categories, the majority of respondents were married (76.7%), and 

more than (35.8%) had more than 15 years of livestock rearing experience. The most reared 

animals in this area are cows, sheep, goats, and poultry; the rearing responsibilities of these animals 

are related to women. The major constraint against women is related to a lack of training in 

veterinary medicine for the treatment of animals. The result of this study recommends to the 

Afghan government that it resolve the problems with rural women's participation in livestock 

management and also hold training workshops for women. 

Keywords: Women's participation, livestock management, Ghazni, Malistan district. 
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1. Introduction 

Agriculture is an important section of economic growth, as well as having an important role in 

food safety, especially in malnutrition all over the world. Food insecurity and malnutrition are the 

main sources of disease. although agriculture and livestock can reduce these problems all over the 

world by producing raw materials for the food industry and also for the sustainable economies of 

countries (Afzal et al., 2009). 

The economy of Afghanistan is related to agriculture and livestock goods. Afghanistan is an 

agricultural country, and most of the people (78%) are employed in agriculture, as are 55% of 

Afghan households, which participate in agriculture and livestock activities (MAIL and FAO, 

2015). On the other hand, according to FAO's "State of Food and Agriculture," the rural population 

of Afghanistan is about 74.5% and the people living in urban areas are about 25%. Because of 

these percentages, the majority of the population of Afghanistan lives in the rural area and is 

engaged in agriculture and livestock rearing. FAOSTAT (June 07, 2022). According to ILO’s Key 

Indicators of the Labor Market (KILM), women’s contribution in South Asia is one of the highest, 

and this also confirms their major contribution in Afghanistan. In some of the specific areas, 

agriculture and livestock play an important role in the lives of Afghan people and the economy of 

Afghanistan (CSO, 2016). The rearing and management system of livestock in the rural sector 

consists of the following functions: foddering, feeding, skilling, milk processing, housing, bathing, 

dealing with cattle, and disease control of the animals. The majority of the rural women are 

occupied in the care and livestock management activities sector (Saeed, 1995). 

In Afghanistan, the majority of rural people used a mixed crop-livestock system because drought 

and low rainfall were the main causes of poverty. The main food crop is wheat, which accounts 

for more than three-quarters of food grain production. Most of the people cultivated wheat in 

water- and non-water-accessible lands; the most reared animals are cattle, goats, sheep, and poultry 

(FAO, 2008). According to FAO 2022, about 22.8 million people in Afghanistan are facing food 

insecurity, while on the other hand, about 80 percent need agricultural goods for their livelihood 

because the majority of Afghan people live in rural areas and their food and income are prepared 

from domestic agricultural and livestock production (FAO, 2022). 
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According to the women's participation in livestock rearing in Afghanistan, this study was aimed 

at evaluating the livestock activities and constraints in livestock management of the rural women 

of Malistan district. Also, their suggestion for the development of a livestock management system 

in the Malistan district. 

2. Material and Methods 

2.1. Study area description 

Malistan district is located in the Ghazni province of Afghanistan. The Ghazni province is located 

in the southeast region of Afghanistan. Malistan is located about 120 km, about 7 hours and a 

half’s drive from Ghazni center. It acquires a transitional climate between semi-arid with a cold 

winter and a warm, dry summer (Kamal & Nasiri, 2021). Malistan is one of the mountainous 

districts of Ghazni province, bordered by the Uruzgan province and some districts of Ghazni 

province. Malistan district is divided into three biggest areas: dry areas with more than 8 big 

villages, including Maknak; semi-dry areas with more than 6 big villages, including the center of 

Malistan district; and the area not affected, which includes more than 6 big villages. Malistan is 

away from Ghazni province center; the people of this district worked in agriculture and livestock 

rearing, with the lives of the people depending on agriculture and animal husbandry. 

Malistan district has about 288 villages. On the other hand, with a 1750 km2 area, the people of 

Malistan district are related to the Hazara tribe of Afghanistan, and they speak the Hazara dialect 

of the Dari language. As well, about 80% of people are employed in livestock and agriculture. The 

main crops of the Malistan district are wheat, vegetables, potatoes, and apples, and the reared 

animals are sheep, goats, and cows (Bergh et al., 2009). The existing irrigation schemes are rivers, 

streams, and karezes. The agricultural tools and machinery of this district are divided into two 

sections. Animals like donkeys, cows, and machinery are some tractors, and although the people 

of Malistan district are very poor, they don’t have access to modern technology; the lack of 

electricity is also the biggest problem. Their income is related to agricultural and livestock goods 

and other small kinds of business. 

2.2. Data collection 

At first, according to the agricultural situation of Malistan district, we want to select this area. The 

reason for the selection also refers to female students of Ghazni University who are related to the 
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Maknak area of Malistan district. In this study, 120 women were selected randomly. The primary 

data were collected during the period of May to July 2022, with data collection done from women 

respondents through a face-to-face questionnaire. The questionnaire was prepared in the national 

Afghan languages of Pashto and Dari. At first, the objective and purpose of this study were 

explained to the respondents. Although the women interviewed were female students and the 

primary data was entered into Microsoft excel. 

2.3. Questionnaire designation 

 Socioeconomic characteristics of rural women were examined in the study. 

 Reared animal types and their ownership in the Malistan district 

 Malistan district Rural women's participation in livestock management 

 Livestock management and major constraints against women 

 Reasons for women's participation in livestock management 

 Rural women source of information in livestock management.  

 Rural women suggestion in livestock management improvement. 

2.4. Data analysis techniques 

According to Awan ZA, et al., 2021, the data was first collected by questionnaires in the national 

languages of Pashto and Dari in Afghanistan and then inserted into Excel to find out their 

percentages and frequencies. 

3. Result and Discussion 

3.1. Women Socio-economic characteristics 

The majority of men work in agriculture, which plays an important role in the economy of 

Afghanistan. On the other hand, the women inside the men, especially widows of an older age, 

keep their families through livestock rearing, mostly chickens and sheep. In this way, they support 

their families and prepare food requirements for their families. 

The socioeconomic characteristics of respondents are shown in Table 1. The data result showed 

the maximum number of respondent’s women (40%) have 31–40 years’ age; this result is also in 

line with (Banuree, 2019) and (Rathod et al., 2016). Although 31.7% of women were 15–30 years 

old and 28.3% were over 40 years.  
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The reason for the majority being in the older age group may be due to their farming experience 

and ownership of livestock, and also because they can work inside the home to support their 

families. The marital status of respondents is also shown in Table 1. The result indicated that 76.7% 

of females are married, followed by 16% of divorced women, and 10% are unmarried. The current 

result is also like (Zahoor, A et al., 2013) reported: the majority of women (71%) were married in 

livestock management. The reasons for development are related to education. On the other hand, 

education has many social benefits, like better hygiene and sanitation facilities, the availability of 

good quality food, minimizing the child mortality rate, higher economic returns, and better access 

to technology and sources of information. The status of women's education level is presented in 

Table 1. The study proved that the majority (54.2%) of women are literate in different categories, 

but within the literate group, (45.8%) of the respondents are illiterate. The reasons for this are that 

the Malistan district is away from Ghazni city, there are not a lot of schools for girls and other 

education opportunities, Therefore, as rural women require higher education, they have a 

preference for occupations in the service sector, like teaching in a school or nursing in a local 

hospital. Head education level has a positive and significant effect on rural women’s participation 

in livestock management activities. Also, the people of Malistan district, who are related to the 

Hazara tribe of Afghanistan, are very literate, and they don’t have any problems with girls’ 

education. They support their girls in their efforts to be educated.  As well as the livestock rearing 

experience, which is also shown in Table 1, the majority of respondents (35.8%) had experience 

above 15 years, followed by the 6–15-year category (27.5%), and the 1–5-year category (9.2%), 

the high level of work experience is related to older and widowed women because they almost 

always worked outside the home. 

Table 1: Socioeconomic characteristics of the respondents (n = 120) 

Variables Characteristics  Frequency 

(n) 

Percentage 

(%) 

Cumulative 

percentage 

 

Age  

15-30 38 31.7 31.7 

31-40 48 40 71.7 

Above 40 34 28.3 100.0 

 

Marital 

status 

Married 92 76.7 76.7 

Unmarried  12 10.0 86.7 

Divorced  16 13.3 100.0 

http://www.ajrsp.com/


Academic Journal of Research and Scientific Publishing | Vol 4 | Issue 44       

Publication Date: 5-12-2022 
  

  

 

   www.ajrsp.com                                                                                                                                       21  

ISSN: 2706-6495 

 
 

 

 

Literacy 

status 

Illiterate 55 45.8 45.8 

Literate 33 27.5 73.3 

Primary 15 12.5 85.8 

Middle 11 9.2 95.0 

Matric 3 2.5 97.5 

Above matric 3 2.5 100.0 

 

Livestock 

rearing 

experience 

1-5 11 9.2 9.2 

6-10 33 27.5 36.7 

11-15 33 27.5 64.2 

Above 15 43 35.8 100.0 

 

Women Livestock management activities in Afghanistan are also affected by their marital status, 

unmarried women don’t have the right in some areas to work outside the home, and this also affects 

their participation in agricultural activities at home, where the majority of rural women have the 

responsibility to participate in livestock activities. As well as the widow women's need to work 

outside the home because they don’t have men in the home to work, in general, the majority of 

widow women work in chicken rearing, and also the poverty and shortage of households are the 

causes that affect gender in Afghanistan (Tavva, S. et al., 2013). 

3.2. Reared animal type and their ownership in Malistan district 

Table 2: Shows women and men's ownership in the rural area of Maknak in the Malistan district 

of Ghazni province, Afghanistan. 

Table 2: Type of livestock owned by respondents (n = 120) in the Malistan district 

 

Sr. 

No. 

 

Types of 

livestock 

Gender division in livestock ownership  

Men Women Average of 

livestock owned 

per women 

Frequency 

(n) 

Percentage 

(%) 

Frequency 

(n) 

Percentage 

(%) 

1 Cow  38 34.8 71 65.1 0.59 

2 Ox 12 80.0 3 20.0 0.02 

3 Buffalo 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.00 

4 Bull 51 83.6 10 16.4 0.08 
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5 Calves 13 22.0 46 78.0 0.38 

6 Goat 55 17.7 255 82.3 2.12 

7 Sheep 102 21.0 383 79.0 3.19 

8 Hoers 2 100 0 0.0 0.00 

9 Donkey 22 91.7 2 8.3 0.01 

10 Poultry 12 5.58 203 94.4 1.79 

 

Total  

296 23.1 985 76.9  

1281   

 

The current study results showed that rural women of Malistan district were mostly rearing cows, 

bulls, calves, goats, sheep, and poultry. In general, about 985 animals, including poultry, are reared 

entirely by women in the rural research area. According to Table 2, a large number of cows 

(65.1%), goats (82.3%), sheep (79%) and poultry (94.4%) are owned by women, while the 

majority of livestock—donkeys (91.7%), ox (80%) and bulls (83.6%)—is owned by men 

according to (Table. 2). As well as sheep, poultry, and goats were the main animals reared by 

women, because of their easy livestock activities and the availability of a lot of feed materials in 

cultivated and uncultivated lands. Although our results showed that overall, 985 (76.9%) animals 

were owned by women, and 296 (23.1%) by men, respectively (Table. 2). In Afghanistan, where 

women and men work together in agriculture, livestock, and other activities of life, animal 

ownership in a combined family system of Afghanistan is not exactly determined because the 

animals are reared by women and men, especially children, in a grazing system, but the income of 

their production isn’t related to each other; they use the income from their production in the same 

way. 

3.3. Malistan district rural women's participation in livestock management 

Table 3. shows the respondents' livestock management activities in the study area. The majority 

of women participated to a great extent in inside home livestock management activities like 

feeding and watering (97.5%) and (95.8%), caring for pregnant animals (86.7%), making dung 

cakes (78.3%), milking animals (62.5%), cleaning animal shelters (55.8%) and processing animal 

products (53.3%). Although there were outside home livestock activities like marketing (67.5%), 

vaccination (49.2%), grazing of animals (58.3%), and animal health care (74.2%), the participants 

were mostly not occupied at all, according to (Table. 3).  
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Table 3: Women’s participation in different livestock activities (n = 120) 

No  

 

Livestock 

activities 

Participation categories 

 

To great extent To some extent Not at all 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Frequency Percentage Frequency 

1 Pregnant 

animal rare 

104 86.7* 16 13.3 0 0.0 

2 Feeding of 

animals 

115 95.8* 5 4.2 0 0.0 

3 Watering of 

animals  

117 97.5* 3 2.5 0 0.0 

4 Cleaning of 

animal shelter 

67 55.8* 52 43.3 1 0.8 

5 Milking of 

animals 

75 62.5* 44 36.7 1 0.8 

6 Processing of 

animal 

products 

64 53.3* 51 42.5 5 4.2 

7 Marketing of 

Animal& 

animal 

products 

31 25.8 8 6.7 81 67.5** 

8 Animal health 

care 

2 1.7 29 24.2 89 74.2** 

9 Treatment of 

animals 

13 10.8 34 28.3 73 60.8** 

10 Vaccination of 

animals 

9 7.5 52 43.3 59 49.2** 

11 Grazing of 

animals 

31 25.8 19 15.8 70 58.3** 
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12 Delivery 

assistance 

53 44.2 59 49.2 8 6.7 

13 Dung cakes & 

collection 

94 78.3* 17 14.2 9 7.5 

*: participation to a great extent; **: participation not at all. 

Table 3 showed the majorities of the activities carried out inside the house (care of pregnant 

animals, feeding, watering, cleaning the shelter, milking, the process of production, the process of 

animal products, and the preparation of dung cakes) by women, On the other hand, other activities 

like those outside the home are, in most cases, carried out by men, like (vaccination, treatment, 

marketing, grazing of animals, and animal health care). In most cases, children are associated with 

women in performing different livestock activities, a similar result was reported by (Nosheen et 

al., 2011 and Naz et al., 2018). 

In some areas of Afghanistan, women aren’t allowed to go outside the home, Because of this, the 

reasons for their participation in outside home livestock activities are very limited; they don’t have 

access to marketing materials, animal treatment drugs, or other materials for livestock rearing 

activities. In the big cities of Afghanistan, women don’t have these problems, but in the rural areas, 

it is culturally unacceptable to leave home without men. 

3.4. Livestock management and major constraints against women 

In the rural research area of Maknak in Malistan district, women faced several constraints in the 

fields of technical, marketing, and veterinary services. Although between these constraints, the 

need for training was the major one (rank 1) at 36.7%, followed by costly feed at 15.8% and a lack 

of marketing at 15.8% (rank 2), according to Fig 1. Majority of the women in the study are poor; 

they don’t have access to a credit system, similarly to (Awan ZA, et al., 2021) and (Naz et al., 

2018. On the other hand, workload (such as cooking, washing of clothes and dishes, child care, 

cleaning of rooms, etc.), lack of interest, and decision-making were ranked in Malistan. 
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Fig. 1: Major constraints faced by women (n = 120) in livestock management 

According to the FAO's first quarter report, 2022, "the importance of keeping livestock alive, 

healthy, and productive cannot be overstated. In the rural families of Afghanistan, most people's 

lives depended on agricultural and livestock production, like crop production, the production of 

meat, dairy products, eggs, and others 

Inside the other constraints in Afghanistan against women, they don’t have permission to bring 

their animal products to market, because culturally this isn’t acceptable for women to participate 

in marketing, as well as women don’t have permission to drive and go to bazaar without men 

(Grace, 2004). Although the lack of technology in general in Afghanistan, especially in the 

Malistan district, is one of the biggest problems, there isn’t full access to the internet, 

telecommunication networks, or online marketing services among the majority of women involved 

in livestock management activities. Cultural constraints, poverty, poor physical health, and low 

educational attainment are hindering factors that limit women’s access to an agriculturally-paid 

economy. Women also have limited access to agricultural inputs such as capital, market 

information, and new farm technologies. Improving their opportunities in agricultural production 

must, therefore, involve increasing women’s decision-making control, influence, and the benefits 

derived from their contribution to the household economy. 
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3.5. Reasons for women's participation in livestock management 

Table 6. shows that 74.2% of the respondents participated for family support, 85.8% participated 

for food requirements to great extent, and 66.7% utilized their time to some extent, although 50.8% 

participated for family occupation to some extent and 38.3% for loss of a government job not at 

all, as well as 55.0% for other reasons to some extent. 

Table 6: Estimate the respondent’s reasons for participation in livestock management 

 

Participation reasons 

To some extent To great extent Not at all 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Family support 30 25.0 89 74.2 1 8.0 

Food requirement 17 14.2 103 85.8 0 0.0 

Utilize time 80 66.7 38 31.7 2 1.7 

Family occupation 61 50.8 57 47.5 2 1.7 

Loss of government 

job 

44 36.7 30 25.0 46 38.3 

Other reasons 66 55.0 15 12.5 39 32.5 

 

3.6. Rural women's source of information in livestock management 

Table 7 showed that 52.2% of the respondents had no source of radio information, although 47.5% 

had a source of information from television to a some extent or not at all, and 50% had a source of 

information from the newspaper to a some extent; also, 52.2% had a source of information from 

seminars to a some extent; 55.8% had a source of information from pamphlets to a some extent; 

on the other hand, the mosque Mullah was the source of information for 60.0% of the respondents 

to a some extent; and 35.0% had any other source of information to some extent. 

Table 7: Estimate the respondent’s source of information 

Source of 

information 

To some extent To great extent Not at all 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Radio 55 45.8 2 1.7 63 52.5 

Television 57 47.5 6 5.0 57 47.5 
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Newspaper 60 50.0 3 2.5 57 47.5 

Seminars 63 52.5 3 2.5 54 45.0 

Pamphlets 67 55.8 4 3.3 49 40.8 

Mala of mosque 72 60.0 5 4.2 43 35.8 

Any other 42 35.0 37 30.8 41 34.2 

 

3.7. Rural women's suggestions for improving livestock management 

Table 8: shows that 79.1% of the respondents suggested to increase education opportunities for 

females for their effective participation in livestock management to a great extent, 66.7% 

suggested by reducing expenses to a great extent, 55.0% by interest-free loans to a great extent, 

70.8% by the availability of training and seminars to a great extent, 77.5% by establishing livestock 

projects specially for women to a great extent, 66.7% by empowering them in family decision-

making, and 70.0%  suggested by encouragement of their livestock activities by their families to 

a great extent. 

Table 8: Estimate the ideas of respondents for improving the activities of women in livestock 

management. 

 

Suggestions 

To great extent To some extent Not at all 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Education 

opportunities 

95 79.1 21 17.5 4 3.3 

Reduce dearness 80 66.7 37 30.8 3 2.5 

Interest free loans 66 55.0 47 39.2 7 5.8 

Training/ Seminars 85 70.8 33 27.5 2 1.7 

Project for women 93 77.5 24 20.0 3 2.5 

Increase decision 

making role 

80 66.7 38 31.7 2 1.7 

Encouragement by 

family 

84 70.0 36 30.0 0 0.0 
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4. Conclusion 

This study in the rural area of Malistan district in Ghazni province showed the majority of women 

are middle-aged, married, and literate, as well as that they rear cows, goats, sheep, and poultry at 

significantly higher rates than men. The major constraints against women in research are the need 

for training, seminars, and livestock management workshops, lack of marketing; and the high cost 

of livestock feeds. And also, the study shows that the reason for their participation was related to 

their food requirements, although respondents to the study suggested education opportunities and 

livestock projects for women in the rural area of Malistan district of Ghazni province, to improve 

their lives and livelihood projects in the future, these will improve livestock management activities 

in the future and resolve constraints against rural women in the study area. 
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6. Recommendation 

Based on this case study's conclusion and results, the following recommendations are suggested: 

1. Government and NGOs should conduct different livestock management programs for the 

improvement of rural women's skills. 

2. Loans and financial facilities should be provided to rural women involved in agricultural 

and livestock activities under relaxed conditions through microfinance banks and 

agricultural banks. 

3. Training programs for rural women involved in livestock activities are available through 

the government and NGOs. 

4. Educated women should be encouraged to participate in agriculture and livestock activities 

by creating job opportunities in the agriculture sector for females. 

5. At the end of our questionnaires, we asked the respondents for some recommendations in 

livestock management in the rural area of Malistan district. The respondents suggested, in 

general, establishing an animal vaccination clinic in Malistan district, holding seminars and 
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veterinary workshops for women, and also, bringing buffalo and Sistani goat breeds to the 

Malistan district of Ghazni province. 
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